
 

 

 
Tomás Aladino Gálvez Villegas 
Attorney General of the Nation 
Office of the Attorney General 
Lima, Peru 
 
July 20, 2026 
 
Dear Attorney General Gálvez: 
 
I am writing in regards to Gustavo Gorriti, one of the world’s widely lauded journalists, to urge 
you not to undertake a prosecution that would do grave damage to your office and to the 
incoming administration of Keiko Fujimori, who will assume the presidency on July 28.  
 
In recognition of his role as a leader and pioneer in investigative journalism in Peru and 
throughout Latin America Gustavo Gorriti was named a Knight Press Freedom Fellow in May 
2025 through the Journalist Protection Initiative, a program that I direct at the Craig Newmark 
Graduate School of Journalism at the City University of New York.  
 
The Knight Press Freedom Fellowship program recognizes journalists who have made a 
significant contribution to global understanding and who are facing threats and persecution that 
impede and undermine their work. Gorriti, the founder and editor-in-chief of Peruvian news 
nonprofit IDL-Reporteros, is a highly worthy recipient of such an honor.  
 
Gorriti's record of distinguished journalism dates back decades. He has covered everything from 
human rights violations to official corruption, winning numerous international awards in the 
process, most recently from the International Press Institute, a global press freedom organization 
based in Vienna.  
 
Despite Gorriti’s service to the nation in exposing corruption, malfeasance and abuse, he now 
faces being prosecuted for exposing crimes against the people of Peru and South America. The 
accusations relate to Gorriti’s reporting of massive decades-long region-wide corruption and kick 
back scheme involving the Brazilian construction company Odebrecht and the investigation 
which exposed their criminal behavior, known as Operations Car Wash.  The Odebrecht  scandal 
has implicated senior Peruvian officials who have allegedly used their political influence to 

 

 



 

direct state institutions to investigate Gorriti and other journalists who have exposed 
wrongdoing. Last month, a highly politicized Congressional Commission produced a report that 
recommended prosecuting Gorriti for bribery, influence trafficking and obstruction of justice. 
The report that was referred to your office for action.  
 
Prosecuting Gustavo Gorriti in reprisal for his investigative journalism would represent a clear 
violation of press freedom and rupture with the rule of law which would spark a strong reaction 
from this outstanding journalist’s many admirers across the globe. It would also classify Peru as 
a country where the fundamentals of civil society – liberty of expression and the kind of 
transparency that is required to eliminate corruption – are not respected.  
 
For the reasons described, and in support of the fundamental rights secured by the Peruvian 
Constitution and affirmed in the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights, I urge you not to 
proceed with the misguided effort to prosecute Gustavo Gorriti for his investigative journalism.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Joel Simon 
Founding Director 
Journalism Protection Initiative  
 
 
 
 

 


